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B.A., Music, Science and Technology 
Stanford University, 2007 
Hometown: Custer, Kentucky 
 
Raised on a small farm in rural Kentucky, Pete has been driven by a broad curiosity about the 
world at-large and an insatiable desire to make his mark on it. Graduating from Stanford in 
2007 where he served as Co-President of his class and VP of Advertising at The Stanford 
Daily, Pete currently owns & operates his own marketing & PR firm, working with non-profit 
organizations in international politics to help them increase their visibility and sustainability. 
Pete's work as Communications Director for Marin County, CA during the Barack Obama 
Presidential Campaign influenced his interest in politics and public service which he hopes to 
hone further through his experience with Coro. Pete would like to continue growing his 
business before eventually returning to school to study law and economics then working full-
time in the public sector as a human rights lawyer and policymaker.�
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B.A., Literature and Cultures in English 
Brown University, 2004 
Hometown: Plainview, NY 
 
Grace is committed to using the written word – her favorite medium – to explore and combat 
social injustice. At the Women’s Refugee Commission, she managed the advocacy nonprofit’s 
website, built its social media presence, designed publications and organized events to raise 
awareness and funds to improve the lives of refugee women, children and youth. Before 
joining the Commission, Grace was a features copyeditor and news page designer for the 
International Herald Tribune-ThaiDay, an English-language daily newspaper in Bangkok. At 
the Independent Press Association, she edited Voices, a publication that translates the best of 
the ethnic press. She has also interned at The Village Voice, the Museum of Chinese in the 
Americas (MoCA) and Chinatown Health Clinic. Grace is a graduate of Brown University, 
received honors in expository writing and spent a life-changing semester in Vietnam studying 
development studies. After Coro, Grace hopes to pursue a career in international journalism. �
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B.A., Economics, Psychology 
Brandeis University, 2009 
Hometown: Venice, California 
�
Maurice grew up in an eclectic community in Venice, CA, that was socially concerned and 
environmentally conscious.  He graduated from Brandeis University Phi Beta Kappa, Summa 
Cum Laude. Initially a pre-medical student, he transitioned to economics and psychology in 
order to pursue his interest in the function of market forces in society. He gained an 
international perspective while studying at Oxford University during his junior year abroad. 
His senior thesis, titled “Renewable Energy Policy and Induced Innovation,” was a 
comparative analysis of state policies in the US geared at fostering renewable energy 
development. As part of a System Dynamics course, Maurice consulted with Boeing project 
managers to reduce cost/time overruns in their Department of Defense programs by suggesting 
improvements in communications and job training. Campus activities included orientation 
leadership and educating about responsible choices in drug and alcohol use. Maurice desires to 
pursue a career in strategic consulting.  
�



  CORO NEW Y ORK L EADERSHIP CENTER  

F E L L O W S  P R O G R A M  I N  P U B L I C  A F F A I R S  
 

2 0 0 9 - 2 0 1 0  B I O G R A P H I E S   

C o r o  N e w  Y o r k  L e a d e r s h i p  C e n t e r  ·  4 2  B r o a d w a y ,  1 8 t h  F l o o r  ·  N e w  Y o r k ,  N Y  ·  1 0 0 0 4  
2 1 2 . 2 4 8 . 2 9 3 5  p  ·  2 1 2 . 2 4 8 . 2 9 7 0  f  ·  w w w . c o r o n e w y o r k . o r g 

�

� 
������������
B.A., Political Science  
Hampton University, 2009 
Hometown: New York, NY 
 
At a young age Gary developed a sense of community and passion for social change. He plans 
to engage in changes that will seek to improve urban communities. As a student at Hampton 
University, Gary has played an active role in several community service organizations. 
Serving as chair of the student government he was responsible for several community service 
initiatives including Project HOPE; a project designed to provide service and mentoring for 
high school students in the Hampton Roads area. While on the committee, Gary received the 
honorable chair award for his contributions. In his professional career Gary has worked with 
the Harlem Children’s Zone, a non-profit organization dedicated to providing services to low 
income families. Through this organization, he received the Helping Hands awards for his 
contributions to the programs community outreach initiatives. Known for his leadership 
qualities and motivational tone, Gary plans to apply his skills in proactive manner to improve 
public services in urban communities.   
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B.A., Sociology 
Barnard College, 2007 
Hometown: Livingston, NJ 
 
Maya concurrently pursued bachelors’ degrees in sociology from Barnard College at 
Columbia University and in Jewish Women’s studies from the Jewish Theological Seminary, 
where she graduated with honors. As an undergraduate student, Maya tutored in local schools 
and interned with Step Up Women’s Network, where she helped design a health education 
curriculum for adolescent women in Harlem. She also performed in Columbia University’s 
production of Vagina Monologues, an on-campus response to domestic violence. Maya 
studied abroad in Kingston, Jamaica, where she worked at a school for pregnant teenagers and 
conducted fieldwork interviewing single mothers employed as domestic workers. After 
working as a counselor for teenagers with special needs, Maya focused her senior thesis on the 
impact of stigma upon funding for special needs programs in public schools. 
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B.A., Political Science and Psychology 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 2005 
Hometown: Raleigh, North Carolina 
  
After college, Colin joined Teach For America and taught 2nd  grade in San Jose, California.  
His experience in the classroom deepened his conviction that change must be made at a policy 
level to eliminate educational inequity.  He joined the staff of Barack Obama’s Campaign for 
Change to help elect a president who will work to provide all children with a world-class 
education.  Colin hopes his exposure to a variety of sectors as a Coro Fellow will help him 
become a better advocate for educational reform.  His creative outlet is as a professional disc 
jockey and he likes playing pick-up basketball. 
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B.A., Political Economy of Industrial Societies 
University of California, Berkeley, 2009 
Hometown: Nevada City, CA 
 
Lyell comes to the Fellows Program with a background of social justice work and electoral 
organizing, particularly around issues facing the Asian-American and LGBT communities. A 
proud graduate of the University of California, Berkeley, Lyell served as a Senator in the 
Associated Students of the University of California (ASUC), worked with several student 
organizations, the Cal Students for Equal Rights and a Valid Education (CalSERVE) coalition, 
and efforts to oppose Proposition 8. Off-campus, Lyell has worked on progressive causes 
since high school, including school bonds, city council races, and ballot propositions, in 
addition to internships in the California State Assembly and with the UC Berkeley Labor 
Center's Labor Summer program. 
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B.A., Organizational Studies 
University of Michigan, 2007 
M.S., Childhood Education 
Pace University, 2009 
Hometown: Fremont, CA 
 
Temeca’s commitment to social justice and educational equity has been the driving force 
behind her pursuit of a career in public service. During her time at the University of Michigan, 
Temeca volunteered in several community agencies and served as the president of the Black 
Volunteer Network, an organization that addresses issues like the achievement gap, poverty, 
and racism through collective action. Her research on the effects of post-Apartheid education 
policy on indigenous communities in South Africa prompted her to join Teach For America 
movement to close the achievement gap for first graders in Brooklyn, NY. In her free time, 
Temeca enjoys cooking, reading, and traveling. After Coro, she plans to attend law school. 
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B.A., Political Science. minor: Jazz Studies 
University of Southern California, 2009 
Hometown: Los Angeles, CA 
 
He was deeply involved with the Undergraduate Student Government where he served as 
Student Body Vice President and experienced first hand the positive change a small group of 
dedicated people can bring about. While serving on his local Neighborhood Council Max saw 
how important leadership and organization are in making a difference and helped create Delta 
Omega Zeta at USC – a co-ed fraternity built to foster a community of leadership and self 
development. He hopes to continue his exploration in the process of change and pursue a 
career in leaving the world a little better than he found it through issues of equality – 
education – and sustainability.  
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B.A. – Science, Technology, and Society 
Stanford University, 2008 
Hometown: Castro Valley, CA 
 
In college, Sophia’s contrasting volunteer experiences with a high-impact nonprofit and an 
inefficient municipal agency sparked her interest in effective models for public service 
delivery. This interest has led her to explore the intersecting roles of the for-profit, nonprofit, 
and public sectors. She comes to Coro with work experience in all three sectors, most recently 
in local government. While in college, Sophia co-founded Gumball Capital, a nonprofit that 
engages students in entrepreneurship for social change through microfinance. She also co-
chaired the 2007 Stanford Women's Leadership Conference and co-led an Alternative Spring 
Break trip on social entrepreneurship.  Sophia graduated Phi Beta Kappa from Stanford 
University in 2008 and was honored with the Sterling Award for Academic Achievement. 
Outside of work, she enjoys baking bread, outdoor adventures, and traveling.  
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B.A.- Semitic languages and International Relations 
University of California, Los Angeles, 2009 
Tel Aviv, Israel 
 
A first generation American, Addar remains deeply tied to the Middle East.  While at UCLA, 
she studied Semitic languages and International Relations, culminating in a senior thesis on 
international water law in the Jordan River Basin.  In March 2009, Addar graduated cum laude 
with honors and as a member of Golden Key and ALD/PES Honor Societies.  Her time at 
UCLA was marked by an extensive involvement in student government, eventually being 
elected to the office of Academic Affairs Commissioner.  Serving a constituency 25,000 
strong, a respect and love for civic service and public policy was born.  This love would later 
carry her across the country to the U.S. House of Representatives and then to Coro.  In the 
future, Addar hopes to pursue a joint degree in Public Policy and the Law (J.D./M.P.P.).  In 
her free time, she enjoys half-marathon training, crossword puzzles and world travels.  
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B.A.- English Literature and Spanish Literature  
Washington University, 2006 
M.S. Education 
Pace University, 2008 
Hometown: Newton, Massachusetts 

�
Danielle Wessler graduated summa cum laude from Washington University in St. Louis, with 
a dual major in English and Spanish Literature. There, she served two years on the Executive 
Board of Dance Marathon, the university’s second largest fundraiser, and was the President of 
Students for Choice. Her desire to participate in educational reform and grassroots social 
change led her to join Teach for America. Through this program, she received her Masters in 
Education and worked as a bilingual sixth grade teacher for two years in the Bronx. She taught 
a third year at an Achievement First charter school in Brooklyn. During these transformative 
three years, Danielle not only gained a nuanced understanding of the interconnected, complex 
nature of urban social problems, but also experienced the power small teams possess to enact 
concentrated change. When not working, Danielle loves running, reading, and planning her 
next trip to Latin America, where she has lived and traveled multiple times.�
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