
CO RO  CE N TE R F O R C IV IC  LE AD E RSHIP  
F E L L O W S  P R O G R A M  I N  P U B L I C  A F F A I R S  

GOVERNMENT PLACEMENTS 

Alex Cárdenas 
City and County of San Francisco, Department of Children, 
Youth, and Their Families 
Field Faculty: Diana Oliva-Arocha, Violence Prevention and Planning 
Manager 
Develop recommendations by surveying needs to transition the 
Community Response Network, a street and violence 
intervention model, for the City and County of San Francisco. 
In addition, the Fellow will also track and gather data for the 
Truancy Reduction Initiative’s Strategic Plan.  
 

Yannina Casillas 
Office of Berkeley Councilmember Jesse Arreguin,                         
City of Berkeley 
Field Faculty: Anthony Sanchez, Chief of Staff 
Research and analyze current needs in the City of Berkeley to 
develop policy proposals around a vacancy tax. Research 
background and draft a policy to be presented before the City 
Council as proposed legislation.  

Brenda Castillo 
Office of Oakland City Council Member, Libby Schaaf 
Field Faculty: Hon. Libby Schaaf, City Councilmember 
Research and prepare recommendations for a Youth Curfew 
Policy for the city of Oakland. In addition, the Fellow will 
conduct an assessment of a  Pilot Dog Park Community and 
develop a database of commercial vacancies within the city. 
 

W. Daniel Costello Jr. 
Office of Assemblywoman Fiona Ma, California State Assembly 
Field Faculty: Ashley Summers, Intern Coordinator 
Based on self defined interest, the Fellow will develop a policy 
project which they will use to inform and guide the office. In 
addition, the Fellow will attend activities, meetings, and events 
that are related to their project and with the Assemblymember.  

Justin Gold 
City of Redwood City, Parks, Recreation and Community 
Services 
Field Faculty: Chris Beth, Director 
Based on a partnership between Parks, Recreation, and 
Community Services and the Engineering Division, the Fellow 
will research best practices for record acceptance and retention 
of plans, and specifications, in addition to developing evaluation 
methods for the condition of existing facilities.  
 

Neel Lalchandani 
Port of Oakland, Governmental Affairs 
Field Faculty: Matt Davis, Governmental Affairs Representative 
The Fellow will work closely with the Port team, the City of 
Oakland, the private sector master developer, and other key 
stakeholders to complete a competitive and successful 
application for major federal funding to support the 
transformation of the former Oakland Army Base.  

Annie Kim Noguchi 
City of Walnut Creek, Arts, Recreation and Community Services 
Field Faculty: Barry Gordon, Department Director 
The Fellow will make recommendations for the City of Walnut 
Creek to establish a Cost Recovery and Pricing Policy to help 
guide the setting of fees for the programs and services offered 
by the City’s Arts, Recreation and Community Services 
Department. The Fellow will make a presentation of their 
findings to the department.  
 

Kelsey Rugani 
Mayor's Office of Housing, Community Development 
Field Faculty: Lariza Dugan-Cuadra, Sr. Community Development 
Specialist 
The Fellow will assist the Community Development Division 
Staff in the Mayor’s Office of Housing with projects around 
data collection and analysis. In addition, the Fellow will review 
grantee compliance, evaluate grantee files, and support staff in 
community outreach particularly in community and stakeholder 
meetings.  

Alejandra Ruiz 
Office of Supervisor Malia Cohen, City and County of San 
Francisco 
Field Faculty: Andrea Bruss and Megan Hamilton, Legislative Aides 
The Fellow will lead in finalizing and securing approval for the 
Crisis Pregnancy Center Legislation presented by Supervisor 
Cohen.  In addition, the Fellow will assist the office in 
evaluating proposals for how to appropriate AB 109 funds. 

 
Danielle H. Siegler 
Department of Public Works, Project Management 
Field Faculty: Charles Higueras, Project Manager 
Perform research and analysis on the Police Department’s stated 
vision and mission for the planning of the Public Safety 
Building. Evaluate and provide recommendations around the 
particular policies that relate and determine the planning of the 
facilities.  
 

Ariel Sweet 
Office of Alameda County Supervisor Nate Miley, County of 
Alameda 
Field Faculty: Seth Kaplan, Chief of Staff 
The Fellow will update the Community Analysis with Census 
2010 data. In addition, the Fellow will also identify and develop 
a database of organizations participating in a violence 
prevention collaborative.  
 

Minh Dan Vuong 
Public Utilities Commission, Contracts 
Field Faculty: Julie Ansell, Contract Initiatives Manager 
The San Francisco Public Utilities Commission is implementing 
a new automated system for invoicing. The Fellow will develop 
and organizational procedure to document the logic behind all 
fields. In addition, the Fellow will develop a communications 
plan for PUC to outreach to its users.  

 


